Weekly Newsletter
SAMPLE
This is a reminder that Abacus is a NUT FREE School

Dear Parents,
What an amazing term it has been here at Abacus. I was so proud of the culmination of all of the children’s learning with our
Shakespeare production yesterday. I hope you all enjoyed seeing the children’s performance as well as a showcase of some
of the other learning they have done this term in the exhibition. I look forward to sharing the video with you all after the
break.
I would also like to say a big thank you for everyone’s continued support in improving our attendance this year. As a school
our attendance was the lowest in the Trust and in Camden. I pleased to say that currently we have improved our attendance
by 1.72% on the same period last year. That may not sound like much but it has put us firmly back into the middle zone rather than the bottom in comparison to other schools. We still have a way to go but I appreciate all of the families who are
valuing the children’s education here and ensuring their child comes to school every day.
I hope you all have a wonderful 2 weeks off now. The second week should be blissfully quiet as most other children return to
school! Thank you for sticking with our term dates. I look forward to seeing you all back and raring to start our whole school
topic on China on Tuesday 30th April.
Thank you as always for your ongoing support.

Mrs Vicki Briody
Headteacher

Mrs Stephanie Savvides-Howell
Deputy Headteacher

Reception
Hello Everyone,
Here we are at the end of term 2, can’t believe that the year is moving so quickly. This week we have been making story
maps for our St Paul’s Cathedral trip and writing Easter cards. But the main attraction was the Shakespeare performance on
Thursday. We have been practicing throughout the week and had an amazing final performance. The children were fabulous
and they all exceeded expectations, we all hope that those who came enjoyed the performance and got to see our showcase
of Tempest work.
We all hope you have a fantastic Easter break with whatever plans you have. A whole school project is being set for homework and reading books are in bags. Have a good rest and speak to you all soon.
Mr Owens and Miss Anna

Year 1
Hi Everyone!
What a wonderful and busy week to end a fantastic term! We begun the week recapping all the fantastically great women who
changed they world that we have learnt about use a toolkit to help us write a report about them. In maths, we have rounded off
our learning of multiplication with some multiplication word problems! Next term we will be looking at division, start with sharing into equal groups before we learn the division sign. In phonics we have looked at y as in family and and ch as in school. I will
put them on spelling shed, as well as reactivating some spellings we have already learnt if your children would like to practice
them. We really hope you enjoyed our performance of the Tempest! Here are some pictures from the Gallery that showcase the
wonderful work the children have created this term. I am incredibly proud of the children. They worked really hard and performed fantastically well. I hope that you all have a wonderful holiday and am looking forward to some exciting learning next
term. I am particularly excited that we have a music focus next term, so "stay tuned" for some exciting music!
Have a wonderful break.
Miss Newell

Year 2

What a term it has been! Thank you very much to everyone who was able to attend our performance yesterday. The
children worked incredibly hard all through the term but especially in the last few days to put on such a wonderful
performance. Some of their favourite parts included shouting out "FREEDOM" and climbing over the audience
(twice!) to get to the next classroom- much to the audience's surprise! We hope you all enjoyed our gallery piecesthe children have been working on many different skills to put the puppets and art projects together.
This week we have also been looking at time. The children are very confident with o'clock and half-past but still need
to continue to work on quarter-past and quarter-to. We will continue to work on this at school but if you notice the
clock at any of these times, please point it out for your child to read. Time is best taught when it is the 'real-time' rather than moving the hands on a clock. In English we have been working hard to edit and improve our warning tales
and publishing them into a mini book.
We hope you have a lovely Easter break and that this week's sunshine continues. We do expect to see all children
back at school for the first day back on Tuesday 30th April as we only have 9 school days before we start our SATs
quizzes. As we have said in the past, these will be non-stressful, part of the school day and fun for the children. The
work that we will be doing in the first two weeks back will help them to be successful in these and it is vitally important that they are here every day, sleeping early and at school on time. Thank you with your support with this.
Happy Easter and have a lovely two weeks!
Miss Chandler and Toni

Year 3
What a busy last week of term it’s been! Year 3 had a blast and did themselves proud in their performances of The Tempest on
Thursday. They were amazed by the beautiful architecture of Neasden Hindu Temple on Wednesday, they learnt all about the
Hindu religion, took part in an exhibition and they even got to watch a Hindu prayer ceremony. They rounded off the week
with some fun magnet experiments in science and did a show and tell with Year 4 to show off and evaluate their wonderful
pop-up book projects. Now time for a well deserved rest!
Have a great holiday!
Year 3, Miss Hamer and Rubena

Year 4
Hello Everyone!
A super busy and fun packed week this week in Year 4! Thank you for coming to our Shakespeare performance, we hope you
enjoyed watching it as much as we enjoyed performing it! If you didn’t visit our art gallery I have attached some pictures below. The children worked hard this week to add the finishing touches to their pop-up books. I’m sure you will all agree that
the end products are very impressive! In English the children worked hard to complete their information reports on The
Tempest. The children worked hard to use the structure and language features that we unpicked from example texts last
week. In Maths the children worked on their problem solving skills and how to use strategies to answer different types of
problems all revolving around money. We had a fantastic trip to Fo Guang Shan Buddhist temple on Tuesday. The children
were beautifully behaved and listened really carefully the whole trip. We started with a tour of the temple, followed by a
meditation session, some Tai Chi exercises and then finally an activity which taught us all about the life of the Buddha. It was
great to learn all about Buddhism and see such a beautiful temple. Thank you to our parent volunteers!
Have a lovely restful Easter holiday and I look forward to seeing you after the break!
Miss Mumby

Year 4’s Art Gallery

Fo Guang Shan Temple

Year 5
Hi all, it was been another busy week in Y5 as w approach the end of term, I can’t believe we are already 2/3 of the way
through the year already – time really does fly. In guided reading we finished almost all or the stories in ‘A Stage Full of Shakespeare Stories’ and it has been a real success. The children know so many different Shakespeare plays now and have developed favourites as well as getting to learn the Tempest in more detail. In English, it was ‘take control week’ where children
could choose any text we covered this year to create a big write of totally their own choosing which they are submitting to a
young authors competition, see pic below for 22 children typing furiously to achieve the word count. In Maths, we moved onto angles and looked at acute, obtuse and reflex angles and how to draw and measure them. In drama, in the was culmination
of our drama workshops where we performed The Tempest for you all, I hope you enjoyed seeing us finish the performance
on a high with our ending section.

Thank you for all your support this term, the children continue to be enthusiastic and happy and are really working hard to
make progress all of the time.

Have a great Easter.

Mr Powell

PTA

Greetings parents!

The election results are in, and I'm happy to introduce you to your PTA Committee for 2019-2020!

Chair: Emma Sterland
Secretary: Darla Hocking
Treasurer: Terry Wongstedt
Year 1 Representatives: Stacey Gorman and Agapi Archontaki
Year 2 Representative: Polina Aboody
Year 4 Representatives: Mary Sheppard and Angels Oliva-Girbau
Year 5 Representative: Joelle Simpson
Year 5 Representative: Katherine Gerson

On the question of whether the PTA should donate some of the proceeds of the summer fair to help cover the purchase of
violins for year five, 45 of you voted yes, while 3 of you voted no. So the yes's have it!

Thanks to our 2018-2019 PTA committee members and parent volunteers for all of the hard work and dedication you've put
into supporting the school and our community of parents and families!

Have a great break!

Cheers,
Margaret Vasileiou

Golden Awards!
Reception
Amelia Amit

Year 1

Year 2
Ibrahim

Enora Chelsea

Year 3

Year 4
Year 5

Naomi Zaki

Whole Class

Janek Piotrek

Singer of the week!
Aizack

Attendance
Weekly average=95%
Reception=96%
Year 1=96.06%

Year 2=100%
Year 3=98%
Year 4=89%
Year 5=92%

A huge thank you to all of our families to your commitment for your child’s school attendance. This week has seen a huge improvement and we are super proud of Year 2 100% attendance this week.
Attendance team
Well done to
Year 2!!!
100% attendance

Spring 2
Last day of Spring 2 term - 12.04.19
Easter holidays - 15.04.19 - 28.04.19

Summer 1
INSET day - 29.04.19
First day for children summer 1 - 30.04.19
Parents open learning morning - 08.0519 - 9.30am-11am
Outdoor learning week - 07.05.19 - 10.05.19 Outdoor
learning day on the heath - 10.05.19
Summer term parents evening - 13.05.19 (2pm-7pm) &
14.05.19 (2-5pm)
Year 1& 2 class Assembly - 20.05.19
Reception class Assembly - 21.05.19
Year 3 & 4 class Assembly - 22.05.19
Year 5 class Assembly - 23.05.19
Sports festival - 23.05.19
School INSET day - closed for children - 24.05.19

Half term - 27.05.19 - 31.05.19

Summer 2

KEY
All parents invited
Some volunteers needed
School event—no adults
needed
New event added

First day of summer 2 term - 03.06.19
Y5 Trip to east London Mosque—09.04.19
Eid celebration - 10.06.19
Outdoor learning week - 17.06.19 - 21.06.19
Outdoor learning day on the Heath - 21.06.19
Sports day and Abacus Family picnic - 12.07.19
School End of year reports to parents - 15.07.19 - 19.07.19
KS1 Community tea party + reports handed out - 17.07.19
KS2 Community tea party + reports handed out - 18.07.19
Y5 Trip-Crick Institute - 17.07.19
Whole school trip to the seaside - 22.07.19
Last day of Summer term - 23.07.19

Rising Stars Activities Easter Holiday Camp

10% discount for all Abacus Families (CODE: AbacusB)
Our after-school sports club provider, Rising Stars Activities, invite Abacus children to
join them at their Multi- Activity Easter Holiday Camp for:
Monday 15th - Thursday 18th April at Whitefield School, NW2 1TR
AND
Tuesday 23rd - Thursday 25th April at Willesden Sports Centre, NW10 3QX
Childcare vouchers are accepted as they are an Ofsted registered provider.
To book or for more details, please see the attached images or contact them on 0208 150
6655 / info@risingstarsactivities.com / www.risingstarsactivities.com/shop

